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state of society, and correcting abuses of long
standing amongst the Arabians.

My authority tells me, that at the period of
Mahumud's commencing his mission, the Ara-
bians were a most abandoned and dissolute
people, guilty of every excess that can debase
the character of man : drunkards, profligate,
and overbearing barbarians, both in principle
and action, Mahumud is said unvariedly to
have manifested kindly feelings towards the
weaker sex, who, he considered, were intended
to be the companion and solace of man, and not
the slave of his ungovernable sensuality or ca-
price ; he set the best possible example in his
own domestic circle, and instituted such laws as
were then needed to restrain vice and promote
the happiness of those Arabians who had re-
ceived him as a Prophet. He forbade all kinds
of fermented liquors, which were then in com-
mon use; and to the frequent intoxication of
the men, were attributed their vicious habits,
base pursuits, and unmanly cruelty to the poor
females. Mahumud's code of laws relating to
marriage, restricted them to a limited number